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Nankeen Night-Heron. Note the plume along the back.
Pheto. by N, Chaffer, R.A.O.U.



Vel XA BRYANT. Birds of the Cope-ioel 159

The Camp-out at Moree, N.S.W.
and the Birds Observed

By C. F. BRYANT, Hor. Editar, Melvocre,

It i to be recorded ihad the (‘;umnnm it Oviolir-
November, 1933, was consideved by gl wino attended oz
admirably organized and carvisl out, ava 1hat those win
coudd speak from experience of varlier cumps elieved it
to L, in the above aspeets, at feast 1he causl of the hest-
arranged of prioy tvips.  For this, o rete ol aparecition
is doe diest to Mr. Neville W Corley, tornweriv Slate
Seeretary of the R.AOU, Tor New South Wales, jor his
cfTorts at the Sydney end, aned ki co-nperstions with Moprwee
members of the Union: and nexl. anegest <nels Moy
members, to Messiz, Basil Morse and @3 Bailey., The
bulk of the sk of avranging the crection off the camp.
with itx attendant work of desling with supylics and theds
transport, as well as the converance of aeleasides (o the site
choxen, md other Labours, Tell upon those swo members,
Valeable assistanee is also aexnowdodrees fram o dlesses,
Wm. Brennan, T, C0 Hinder. snd Ben Kivkiy, whilst de.
Avthur Mawhiney's services as guide tiirougeh the intrica.
swamps ol Lhe Worereorrse was an incident that enabled
the pavly to sce much more of the country wround the camp
than would otheirwise hitve been the case, The placing
the disposal of the membors of their cars by varvious
delegeates and frviends was also a valuable aid,

The following constitoted the personnel of the camp:. -
From New South Wales—DNesses. R, F. Bailey, . J.
Bryce, Master Charvlie Brennen, Messis, L. D, Cameron,
Neville Cayley. Norman Chailer, A, J. Ellioit, My, aind
Mrs. A, J. Gwynne, Dr. and Mes, Garnet Halloran, Misees
Bevice and June Iindev, Miss I, Hordeea, Mr. and Mus,
Ken. Kirkby, Mr, ). Roy Kinghorn. Miss FFlocence Trhy,
Mr. Tom Tredale, Mise L. Lodge. Mr. B, N, Morse and
Master lan Morse, Messes. Anthony  Musgrave., Arvthur
Mavwhiney, and H. G. Paul. Dr. Ervic Pockley, Messes, J.
Ramsay, C. A, Rhodea, Peter Roberts, and Master Andrew
Thomax. Queensland was represented by Mr. A, C.
Cameron, Dr. W. [Turworth, Mr, and Mes, W, M, Mayvo,
and Dr. Spencer Roberts; whilst Mr. and Mrs. C. E.
Bryant and Miss M, L, Wigan attended From Victoria,

The site at first seleeted was near Ned's Tlole, several
miles south-west of “ Bullerana™ homestend:  bLul on
account of fairly heavy rains just prior {o the date fixed
for commencemoent of the camp., as a result ol which it was
expected much of the country in the vicinity would be
flooded, it was decided o stay at the = Bullerana ™ wool-
shed, and conscquently the camp was erecled there—20
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tents and a dining tent. The cooking quarters attached to
the shearers' huts were made available, wherein the eooks
engaged for the trip produced excellent meals,  Other
fucilities resultant upon the eamp being held wt DBulle-
rana ”oincluded an unlimited supply of bore water and u
plentitul quantity of tank walcer.

Two principal roads lead into = Bullerana = from Maree
~it 1= about 23 miles between the two places: -the northern
ang, that travelled by most of the parly, ruening 1hrough
S Midkin ™ and v Colmlbea ™ stations,  and  the  other
traversing the = Willowlee ™ holdings, From this latter
voud another teack leads to * Diree,” sitvated near the
vreotad branch ol the Gwydit River, and a vizit. tavough
* Boree" to portion of e Walevcourse nearby. to <ce
vaokeries off the Plumed Eerel (EKgretie Odoeindin) apa
the Nunhoeen Night-Tlevon (Nueficoros coledorivps) was i
faodure of e Campeout. A fow Royai  Spoonbilis
s Phatalon pegin) were also nesting in this locality.

Oiher trip: tvom the camp included one to Ned's Tlole.
Mmentinned ghove, and one or two excursions  tswards the
e Leather Worereowrse in o a southerly direetion—-io
troeelies of The Amsbradias et (Burctfo edbe) and ol
ke Littie Piel Cormovamt (MWicroueeho  pielanndcneesy,
There o fow Davter: (deliivge nocp fodlanwdic ) were
Specdmg, ad slro Grey ek (Auas sapeseifioay and
ey Tenl  (Qeoogeedida gl bevifrons) dn o Jact. these
e saecies, repiesegted by three or four pgars of cach,
e Lo be feund Greeding iu the vicinily also of all
Fookeries of other forms that were visfted,  Two visits
were niae 1o Talmed Lageon, where the first parly was
Fostnnate encugh 1o e Pink-owred Ducks (Motvecarfige .
chorte e aehipopnec ax), Brolgas (Megalorais relicendins)
worr nesting newr Tadmois and a 8uotted  Bower-hivd
VUi pude e guserieie) had o bower within tali @ mile of
The Talmoi station.

The eouetyy arcund Maree and the ~ite of the camp is
watelvd by the Gwvdir River, s affluent of the Barwen-
Daviing. A few miles 1o the west of Moree the Gwydiv
bresks up inte sevieral channel:, These anabranches rejoin
e stream about =ixty miles downstream, and they are. in
places, twenty miles away from the Gwydiv.  The country
Evtween the channels is gencrally marshy and interseeted
by rubsidiary ehavnels,  There is in this avea (the
Watercourse) =ometning like 1,000 square miles ol country
rubject 1o loading, country that is ideal for harbouring all
inds of wider bivds,  In The Ened, Vol XX py. 25-356.
Alr, . CL Morse records 210 hirds scen by him in the Moree
district., whilst in Volume XXXI, at page 124, Dr. C.
Sullivan records thut about 240 species of birds have been
recently recorded therefrom. 1t is quite likely that from

.
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Brolga’s Nest and Eggs.
Pboto. by C. E. Bryant, R.A.Q.U.

Nests of White Ibis,
Photo. by N. Chaffer, R.A.O.U.
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time o time more will be added to the list ax sporadic
records are likely 1o vccur in snch a locality.  Mr. R, .
Bailexy has heard seveval reports of a white-headed Duck
heing =cen om the Watercourse—--a feature that snggests the
Burdekin Duek (Tadorna padjoh).

Wesl of Moree the country is flal, and, when the Gwydir
River and the Walercourse channels flood, the wiulers
spread ouf over a very extensive aven of  eonniry.
Flooding i¢ usually slow, the great extent of the tloods
governing the rapidity with which the countey s
inundated. The country near the camp was graduadly
heing flooded whilst the camp was in progress, (he wiulers
rizing and gradually creeping to within 200 yvards of {he
camp site.  The country consists partly of plains clothed
chiefly wilh roly poly (Awiscantha mariceta) and sweel-
scented  prickly wattle (deaein Fariesiune), bures of
several kinds also being common —und obnoxious.  In
between the plainsg are bells of timber, known loeally as
“ridges” allhough not higher than the surirounding
country. Considerable arcas of well-grassed park-like
land oceurs aiso,

Around the eamp numbers of the bimbil box or poplar
box (Fuealyptus popnlifolia) were growing—these were
the comimon tree of the area. Black box (E. hivolor) was
also common. These trees were in some places inter-
spersed with belah (Coswering lepidophoie) and  wilga
(Getieri persiflora).  Other {rees and plants found in
praclically every loculily visited were white or cypress
pine  (Callitrie  rohusia), sandalwood  (Ereniophila
mitehelii), gidgee (Aeneia cambager), and grewi or emu
apple (Qwenia acidila), the fruit of which resembles a
plum.  Qut lowards the swamps were coolibahs (K.
miierothica), red gums (E. rostrola), boree or weeping
myall (Acacie pendunia), and swamp wattle or yarran (A.
homelophylla) .

The plains were fringed with leopard-trees (Flindersin
meenlosa), 20 named after the spots on the hark, bumble-
troe, also called wild orange (Copparis wifeheliiy, and
warrion-bush or emu-bush  (Apaphyglliom  anotwaliin).
Thix last ix the favourite bush of the white butterfly, which
ulso fewds on Cappavis lasicntha (Muderimbah), a priekly
¢climber with many white blossoms; many of these were
seen near the camp and other places,

The pink and  yellow Darling or  Swuinsem  peu
(Serainsopia phucoides) was common on the plaing and
pretiy native blue-bells (Waklenbergia gracilis) grew in
profusion in the open forest country. On the plains alse
grew small saltbush (Atripler caneponndetini) and some
old man saltbush (A. wiemaedorie), blue bush (Kochie
sedifolin), and nardoo (Marsitea druwimondi), a food plant
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Royal Spoonbill, showing breeding Plumes.
Photo. by N. Chaffer, R.A.0.U.
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of the aboriginals. who used the seceds—thiz plant grows in
the swamps also.  Cymbidivn canalivalaliog, u parasite.
waz in flower—muny of these were seen on dead trees,

The native yam (Iiofcorea setiva), mee a staple food
of the aboriginals, was noted amongst the pines, and it was
remarkable how deep one had to dig in order to get the
tubers. The wild pigs which frequent the Watercourse sroe
partial to them. as are also bandicoots.  Necdle-trees
(Hoken leveoptera), the largest of the hukeas, were seen
in the forest, and lignum (Maldenbeclia couninghomi)
grew in the swamps.  Other plants noted were the guinine
or bitter-bark (Alsfonia coustrictor), native lime (Frenin-
citrus glanea), and occasional cavbeens or hill ved gums
(Eucolyptus tetricornis),

In closing these remarks dealing with the loeality and
commencing on the list of the birds seen, it ix to be
remarked thal as individual parties worked the countey in
different directionz, and as far less opportunity occurred
for comparing notes than was desirable, it s difficult to
make the list of birds as comprehensive as it might be.
Several members whose notes are referred to in the follow-
ing account co-operated in making the list as complete as
g aclually is, and Mr. E. J. Bryee forwarded notes on the

ora.

The following birds were seen :—

Dreomaius novee-hollandice. Emu.--—-Neveral =mall groups of twa Lo
cight bivds were seen on Lhe plaing and Vght!yv-timbeved arvas, En
roule to camp five birds were mnoted between  f Midkin T and
¢ Colinlea.”  Ancther party was obseorved near * Talmoi” Some of
the birds were quite close Lo flnoded countey, C. AL Rhades reporting
two lLirds vunning which were seen by him whilst up a tree in one
of the swamps -a tree in which Litile Picd Cormorants and Yellow-
hilled Spoonbills were nesting.,  Somie young Lirds were neted,

Turnix velox. Little Quaill—A few Livdx flushed neay the caump were
cenzidered by the party thal saw ihem as veferable 1o this species,

Coturnix  peetoralis.  Stubible-Quuil. =Flughed aceasionally along
the edges of the plains.

Geapelia cunecata.  Diamond Dove, A pair of Diamonc Doves was
uzually to be seen arcund the Jast gate befere the camp on the 1vack
from Moree. (. A, Rhodes reports Tour birds, which appeared to
he purents and two young, near Moree.

G. humeralis. Bav - shouldered Dove—Repurted by Dy, Spencer
Reborts—* a pair =een in the bLelah” and Yy O AL Rhodes, who
feund a bivd sitting in a newly-built. empty nest in a small eaolibah,
The sitting bird's male was also about the nest.

Ocyphaps lophotes. Crested Pigreon.—Common in all lucalities,
and breeding freely. BMost nestz found eontained young lirds, the
majority of which werr lully fledged. and which left the nests if
disturbed. One ar two nests still had eges. however. AL (. Cameron
found one of these—a nest with two eges in a sandalwoaod teee
about half a mile east of the camp.  The tree was covered hy a
prickly elimbing vine.  As it usual with the species, the bivd did not
flush until an ohserver approached ro within alwut five feet of the
nest. The note of Lhis species is a rather metallic, rattling one.
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Hypotenidia phillipensis. Banded Landrail. A, ¢ Camerven found
i rather matilated. but {reshly-killed bird of this species in the nes:
of o Little Fagle near Ned's Hole. P, Roberts found a nest with
four cgrs nol far away, Several old nests were noted in the recds,
This and the four next species did not appear to be nesting to any
extent- possibly on account of the liability of the channels to flood
a1 the time,

Tribonyx vemtralis.  Black-tailed Nalive-llen—The first of the
two parties to visit Talmoi Lagoon reported a great number of these
birds. Ocenvional odid birds were seen, but generally. on account of
Hocled conditions, a quiet approach 1o the sags frequented by the
birds could not e made, amd these hirds and other Rulliforures wees
well under cover before the parties conld get close to them.

Gallinula teaebrasa. Dusky Meorhen. —These bird: were numerons
atul in flocks— prohably waiting for the water to go down hefare
cenunencing {o breed iy vumbers.  Two nests were discovered al
* Beree” one with four and the other with two eggs—all fresh, A
few birds were Found building, N. Chaffer fouml a nest with nine
vpes,

Parphyrio melanotus,  Fastern Swamphen.—A [ew birds seen in
aseet parts of the Walerenarse visited.  Heard calling,

Fulica atra.  Coot, -Mixed with the three foregoing  species
Many at Ned's Hales Tut they all wok to the veeds at the party's
apyrnach,

Podiceps sp.  Gicbe, AL O Cameran reporied three Grebes swim.
stiee in the open watey near the colony o White Egrets.  The exact
identity cundd wor e diseaverod,

Phalacrocorax carha.  Black Cormorant,  Several bivds at the
Farret vonkery mentioned in the foregoing. and oceasiona! single birds
vrpaies ceen llying over the swamps,

I, ater.  Litile Black Cormorant, —=Nesting  in compuany  wilh
Nankeer.  Night-Hervors, Little Pied Cormuorants, Plumed Fgrets,
adl White  Farets that i~ o few birds were to be found in
cach of the esfonivs of the other species mentiened Lthat were visited.
Reme nesit contained eges (in some cases merely one fresh egge was
in the nestst, whilst athers contained young in all stages. many large
cnough e jump T the nests when disturbed.  Where ces were
Srand. the usual ciateh appeared 1o be five eggs. These Cormurants
were sn nearly all vases nestinge in the tops of trees. and as so many
nestx contaimed milvianeed voung, the Cormorans had prubably been
fivst on the scene, and had chosen the most inaecessinle sites,

Microcarba melanoleucus,  Little Pivd  Cormorant.  Mest  nests
contained eprgs —-trom three do six (usually fivep,  One nest with
veung wis found within three feet of a nest of a Whistling Fagle.
Like the “nregoing, this species was nesting in company with Egrets
andl vlher Torms. A ewse wag reported of youny ('u_rn‘.m':m'r in an
Eret's nest. inn: which it had prohably fallen from its own cradle
UG

Anhinga nova-hollandize.  Darter. -A few neste were fonad in
cach enluny of olther brecdingg Vivds visited- Ned's Hole, ** Bovee”
vt Dractically s hivas, except Lhose of which the nests were
lswasedl, woere seen. The nesls were usaally in small dend Arecs
arcwing 1 the decper water jusU clear ol the green timber in which
Fagrets were nesting,  They wure situated, szenevatly. alion 12 feeq
atere the water, amd cantained From thiee 1o five eges.

censpicillatus.  Pelican,  Scen, from a distance, at
anil. or Talweei Lageon, about i duzen hivds woere in
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Partly-flooded Country near the eamp,
Photo, by M. L. Wigan, R.A.QU.

Investigating a Wagtail’s nest near Budgeree Swamp.
Phuto. by W. Hurworth, R.A.0.U.
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Chlidonias leucopareia. Marsh Tern. On the nerning that we
= broke camp®” aliout 20 Marsh Teins congregased on a small (about
S0 feet square) dam, the extent of which wax rapidly growing,
however, by fluoding, near the camp.

Erythrogony< cinctux. Red-Kneed Dotterel. A simgle bird was to
he seen al any time during the camp at the dam mentioned in the
foregoing.  Dr. Roberts veported secing young bieds,

Charadrius melanops. Black-fronted Dotterel. N, Chuffer veports
*Noterd at waterhole on * Bullerana.,” ™ Seen aiso on the plains near
» Midkin.”

Lobibyx nova-hollandix.  Spur-winged Piovir.  sSecr in several
icealities. especially in the flooded country not usually under wateyr.

Zomifer tricolor.  Banded Plover. Few hirds noeted. N, Chater
phetograpned the species near Talmoi Lagosn, e stales: “Bushes
were placed in two poritions, the first B leel and the =econd ajual
80 foet from the nest, On the following day Mv. Eliott and I built
iorowgh hide of hessian, and coverad it with <he bashes in N, 2
positinn.  The cameras were hidden in the other huskes near the
nest,  Our cur wax Lhen moved some diztance away. aml we entered
the hide, The bird, however., weuld not approuch. Figally one
person only entered the hide, and the sccund drave the car away.
The bird suon came 1o the nest, and by repeating the peaccdure
several photes. weve seeuved. In fact the bied would begin the
appruach to the nest as soon ax the car was driven ofl"

Himantopus leucocephalus. White-headed Stils, Comimen, Parties
of up to T birds were seen, Snuddler flecks were asually quite close
to the camp  on the small dam near Lhe @ Bullerani ™ homestead.
and, ax the Rood waers crebt nealer to the canp, within 130 vards
ol the camp un the south,

Erolia acuminata. Sharp-ailed Sandpiper. A flack ol abone 30
was seen hy B S, Morse, Ko Kivkby, and AL C Cameron an o swap
towards * Midkin ' aml alboat six miles east of the camp. They
werve feeding around the murein of the water in compitny with Stilis
and Spur-winged FPlover,

Gallinago  hardwicki. Australisn  Snipe. Several  bivds fall
singles) were Qushed  one From arvand the diun near * Bullerana”™
lut usually from the long grass around the ediges ol the swamps,
The sometimes  eomparatively  leisoreiy  fight o The  spevies,
contrasted with it greay speed when fushed, was  oated on one
oceasion when a bird came slowly fiving towards <cume obiservers that
it hud not seen -then veering oft at a greatly-inceeasad spead when
it did xee them.

Burhinux magnirestris.  Southern Stune-Curlew. JU ix believed
that no bird of thix species was actually seen. bur they were heard
calling on severat oecisions,

Megalornix rubicundus.  Brolga.-A pair of binds was eoted on
the plain north-east of the camp, und only ainat a quarter of a mile
from * Bullerana.” one morning by 1hree of the party. and another
pair was tound breeding about three miies Yeyond Talmoi Lagoon
at » small lagoan known as Badgerce Swan:p. C. AL Rhades reported
three pairs seen near “Bavee”

Plegadis falcinellus.  Glossy Ihis.—Some merthers of the parey
that visited Ned's Hole reported that whilst in the sags they had
seen several small otz of thiz hird Aving overheal. On the <econd
last day, when the majovity of the party had resignol theselves to
leaving the Watercourse withoul seeing this comparatively sare form,
about 30 alighted about 160 yards away lrom the cumn, Sinee The
canp, R . Bailey has repocted thal many hundreds of Glossy Ihix
were nesting during the cantp at * Wayholme” near = Talmoi™
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Threshiornis molucen.  While [his~-—Nesting in the saps at Ned's
lnle and other localities, and, in addition. often seen flving overhead.
arin gmall grogps in the swemps, high on dead 1recs. Ergrs usnally
thrce, eccasionally four.  Some nesls had young birds which varied
wgreal deal o size in the =ame nest. Some voung bhivds had a patch
of white down on the top of the head.

T. =pinicollis.  Rteaw-necked This. -Common - large flocks (in the
air chictly) a'ways te he zeen,

Platalea repin. Royal Spoonhiil.  About 20 paivs were found
hreeding at » Boree,™ and odd birds (not nesting) were seem in other
heealitles. The mugenificent nuptial plumes o2 this hivd were a

surprize taomany, . AL Rhudes. whe thuvoughly investigated the
sl voskery at * Boree,” supplicdl the following noles:—* White
[ wax climbing a hig gamw My, Tom Iredale picked up a Royal
Specnbill with his glasses.  After waiting a considerable time. the
hivd showoed no sien of moving.  Another was seen turther san: this
ene circled near one correr of the Boree Egrel rookery.  We waded
abuit o0 yards, and 100 yerds from where the Egrets and othor
Binls eould e seen sitiing, Then in the Javgest tree on the higgest
nest o hivd =tcod up, It wias the Royal Speonbill. Trom there we
went caretully. Managod (o get in the rookery without disturking
the =itling birds, We *perched® on a snitable teg and were ahle to
pick outl ten or more nests all with a hird sitting. The nests were
ernsiderably larvger than those of the Fgrets, llevons, and Night-
Huirens, and were usually the highesl nests in the {vees. They were
almest Jat structures of sticks of the trees in which they were huilt.
lincill wilh green grass like pazpalum.  First tree climbed had a nest
with five fresh egus -lwo eggs guile clean, the rest more or Jess
stained. Sveand tree had two nests, one with five ¢ges, the other
with three. The next two tiees with Royal Spoonbills nesting both
liwd feny eggs Mresh, Lthe last-laid egg being clean.  The tota! was
Feur nests with five epgs, five with four, and three with three. One
nest had four eges, one of them Leing chipped by a yvoung one.
They all seemied about to hateh, lor 1 could hear the young in the
Giher htve ogres, Thiz was the only nest with incubated eggrs,
Seme niare nest< were further on, hutl T had climbed alt  tell like in
wet traasers, Only one tree had two nests of 1he Royal Spoonhill
inic”

Matalea Qavipes. Yellow-billed Spoonbill.- Cancerning the nesting
A thin spevios ul=n, C0 L Rhedes™s notes were tade available, e
saysr USeven nests in big swamp gum on ‘Bullerana’ A Whislling
Fagle had a nest ar the tep with a young one ready to leave,  Little
Picd Cormoranis were nesting on eveey limb (with eggs and voung).
4 Whitc-vecked Heivon had a nest with theee eggs on the lewest
Fimb, flid wo use a *prop’ Lo get to the second limb, The Spoon-
Lills" nest contenls were as follows:—One nest four eges, Tour with
three eggs—-the olhers one and {wo clean eggs. One nest had the
three cggs all differently shaped.  Another nesl had one Speonbill’s
cagr and ene Copmorant's ege, the latter haviag probably been laid
there. a2 there were no Corinoranis’ nests on the hranches above the
Npoanbill nest.”

eretta intermiedia, FPlumed Egret.—A few birds bhad been nated
in the rookery of White Egrets, referved to later, breeding south of
the camp., bue at * Beree ” some hundveds of bLirds were Tound
nesting, ip company  with Nankeen Night-llerons.  Many of the
nest=. which were in dead trees, were quite Jow,  The nesls contained
¢gaes that in neavly all cases were appurently very fresh no yenng
hirds were seen. The plnmes were much in evidence.  Dr. Roberts
vecords *has tip only of the bill yvellow, the rest is & beautifu) dark
vrange rerl. The face enlnuration is a beautiful apple green, guite
univapm, and el just o wash of green. The tibia and fibula region
has a splash of yellow throngh it.”
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Plumed Egrets at nests.
Photo. by C. E. Bryant, R.A.Q.U.

Plumed Egret alighting.
Photo. by N. Chaffer, R.A.0.U.



Yol XXXLI BRYANT., Rirds o) Hie Coawperend 167

1u8s

E. aiba. White Egret.  All hirds of this spocies =cen  and there
were many hundreds in the ronkeries visited- bad very davk horen-
colouwred or Llack Wlls. a fact that called Ctarth a greal deal of
comment, The White Egret 3s ennsiiered to have a vellow il in the
non-breeding scason, with black as the tip, I M Mawhiney main-
tained that, in this district, birds have Lhe Hill hiack all the year
through.

The bivd figured by Mathews, valo ITL facine page 131, shows Lhe
biil le be considerably more yellow thar blaex, and his deseription
reads, “Bill yellow, tomium and Lip bluek.”  On page 212 My dadhews
includes netes, made on birds eollected by AL T Mattingley, te the
effect that cortain hirds in fall breediog plunege had che Bilis Lilack,
It seems passible” he says, “That when the plusces ave @ivsl in thelr
full glovy the bill iz black, bhut that it cuon changes to vellow, the
hlack on the tip heing Lhe Jast oo disappear.  [nelnded alsa vp, 132y
are nutes from C. F. Cole, “matuye wmale. il pearly ail hlack: Yemale
wame [as hivd deseribed]. but has the Lill all black,  Generally this
bird hecomes Lull-plumed, and he bill changes Iram yellow i black,
hefore the ln('oding geason starts.”  Mr. Mathews pu-u-mls that 1the
above moles “make it absolutely certain that the Aunstralian bird has
the hill black at some Lime in its carcer, and al=o indicates that the
periad during which the bill i= hlack is eomparvatively flevting, aml i«
not extlensive as in the Furopean form.”

In view of the foregoing, Mr. Mawhiney's note is of inlerest, ar
least suggesting that the Mack bill stage = pot “comparatively
fleeting.”

The Tace colour is a muen darker greeen than in dhe Toregaies:
specices, projecting back Lo o point below the ey,

The nests were all situated in coolibhahs,

Notophorx novae-hollandize.  White-lieed Herone  Fairly  common,
Nesting.

N. pacifica. White-necked Heron—0dld palrs were breeding inter-
sporsed throughout the colonies of hreeding Eeres, ele. o, ag was
more oflen the ease, in dead rees in the deeper open water channels
near such enlonies.  The nesls were in all stages Trom the {eesh cpee
o half-fledged young., Usually 3 eggs, sometimes 4 or 5.

Nycticorax caledenicus. Nankeen Night-Hevon, A lavge colony
iperhaps 300 pairs) wax found mixed with Plumaed Egrets at
“Boree”.  Generally their nests (all in dead trees) were higher and
mare inaceessible than the Egret nests,  The wajorvity of them had
not commenced laying, although some nests with heavily-ine uhaied
epgs were tound.  Evidently, from the accompanyieg photograph hy
Mr. Chafler, taken after the main party left, some birds had sdvanced
a step further.

Ixobrychus minutus.  Liltle Biltern—Reported by AL . Elliett,

Botaurus poiciloptilus. Brown Bitlern, Repeatedly beard in the
tall =ags at Ned’s Hole.

Anseranas semipalmata, Vied Goose.—Scveral small flocks flying
overhead were ohacrved by purties in the swamps,

Chenopis atrata. Black Swan—Nuotel at Budgeree Swamp heyoeud
Talmoi lagoon, at “Boree”, and occasionally in small partics passing
over the camp.

Chenonetta jubata. Mancd Goose. Reported Ly N, Chaifer as
noted on three occasions al “Bullerana™, away trom the swamp. A
group of four seen at a waterhole oh two occasions, and pairs flushed
from the ground away from water.

Dendrocygna eytoni. Plumed Tyee-Duck.— K. Kir khy 1dont1tlcd a
few durk: of thiy species. Dr. Roberls reporfed a pair. They swim
high in the water, arni show the plumes plainly.
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Querguedula gibberifrons,  Grey Teal. Common, usnally in smal!
flocks.  On =everal oceasiony this and the next species were hith
nekLing in spoals of the same dead tree. The usual numher of eggs
wus & to 11,

Anas superciliosa.  Grey Duck- Comunan, but not often in flocks
of considerable numbers,  Nesting.,

Malacorhynchus membranacens. Pink-eared Duck. —One pair neted
a1 Tabum Lagoon.

Stictanetta nievosa,  Freckled Duck,. Reported by one mentler of
thee party—:it i believed by K. Kirkby.

Nryroca australis.  White-eved Duck (Hardhead)—-Lavge numbers
scen en the wing, in company with sther Ducks, at one of the voukeries
visited. Single birls seen on other occasions. N, Chaffer reports
“considerable nunidwrs of what T teok to be this Duek scen”

Biziura lobata. Musk-Duck.—A few bivds noted. Young bivds alse
e N,

Circus agprozimans,  Swap-Harier—Near "Buree™.

l'ro:l;:lus audax. Welge-tailell Bagle.—8ceveral birds noted.

Hicranotus morphaoides. Linle Eagle. Two nests. each with one
s were loand intall swamp gums—Diamond Fivetails (Zavagintheis
gotteiosd had nests built inte cach of them.

Haliastur sphenurus.  Whistling Eagle.—Known locally as the
“Dalbit Hawk™ A nest with 2 cges was found, and 3 nests with
seunr, The Diamond Firetails bad nests in the hottom sticks of
Phese nests oo, AL U Cameron repurted hivds Feam near *Midkin®™
Stutior as often ilying up Orome dead eabbits on the groved: it wie
net possibie 1o ascertiain whether or el they had Kitled the valibits.

Lophoictinia  isura.  Square-tailed  Kite, Reported Ly several
suamhers, 8 dead bivd, partly missing, was found un the plain north-
vast ol the camp. AL Co Cameron stales thal they were common
tewaras Mt. Grattai,

Faleo longipennis. Litie Falean, -Mre. F. ¢, Morse, in his articie
i the hivds of Movree (The a0 val, XXII) stated that this bird
wa= “thiniy alisteibuted @01 over the district”.  Nvither be ner Mo
Arvthur Mawhiney, hath ol whau spent many years in the districs,
vver tnok an e of the bird, although they suaw one mext. ¢, A,
Rhodes veprovted that Tom Irablide, whilst waiting while he ( Rhodes)
was investigaling a Whistling Eagle's nest, saw what appeared o Iw
a Litle Faleon with a mouse =nav through a lwlt of couliban, then
ali and mediately another bivd met ity tonk the mouse, chattered,
el went back e s wree with four or five nests silnated $n the
thickest part of the timber, When he iRhodes) got back te the
witler they went to the tree, and the bivd was sitting on the newest
nest,  He clinbed up. the hird staying an the nest il he was on
e branch,  Generally all the Hawk Tamily leave the nest on any-
cne's gaing newr. The old mests were all ke the new nest. They
sugpested one nest o year b tive yeavs. The new nest was flat on
p. and Foirl with coolihak Jeaves. sowme quite fresh. It had three
Ivesh cgges in it bt as they were creamy white, they werve obvinusly
not Falem’s cges,

F. berigora. Brown Hawk. Fairly common on Lhe plains,  Halfl
i dduzer nests fouesd had young- one nest eontained 2 fresh eggs.

F. cenchroides.  Kesteel Qecasionally seen.

Ninox hoobook. Booboox Owl—-Teard ealling.

Tylo lngimembris.  Eastern Grass-Owl, One bhird observed by
Dy, Roberts on a dry “ridge™ in one of the swamps. He says {hat
i teenveniently showed the bare shanks, and was lavger than Fufs

TR
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Kakatoe galerita. White Cockatoo. -A pair had a nest in the
principal White Egret rookery visited. They cireled overhead in the
manner of lheir kind, amongst the other white birds, sereeching
loudly. The nest, in a hollow in a green coolibah, about 30 {eetl high,
contained one ege.

K. roseicapilla. Galah.—Common. Nesting holes examined weve
empty, bul the birds were apparently beginning Lo nest. h('t'-zlusv. B
is usual with this species, many holes had been “prepared™ by the
birds’ biting a band around the entrances.

Leptolophus  hollandicus. Cockaliel. Commnn. and usually  in
smwall flocks, although some were nesting.  Nest Jound  containing:
thaice feathered young. Nest discovered by noting a pair of bigwl: W\
to it. The female walked along a limb to a knot hole, and backed
into it tail first. The bird kept up a twittering chatter when the tree
wag climbed, and did not leave the nest until removed. Tt returned
to the nest immediately the elimber left.

Apresmictus  erythropterus. Red-winged Darrol. A few  lields
noied, although not common, and a nesting paiv (with voung bivds)
was reporled from near the house at “Midkin®,

Platycercus adseitusx. DPale-lleaded Rosella. P eximius,  Eastern
Resella—RBoth these birds werve infveguently seen  the Tormeoer o
enly one or two occasions.

Barnardius barnardi. Mallee Ringnech. The “Bullen-liiien™,
i is loeally called, from the native nume--in soethern Ausualia i
some name is that of the Lyvebird was common in the lighily-
umbered arveas,  U<ually in pairs.

Psephotus  hematonotus.  Red-backed Payret, Smal fecks and
sinele birds ard paivs avound the “Bullevana™ howestead and olher
well-grassed avcax,  Qften in the Limber,  Beveding,  Seier an Lollows
in trees in the Egrel rookeries,

P. hematogaster. Blue Bonnet. -One of the comiorest o the
Paircts. Mostly in small groups up to =ix chicZy in pairs. Nesting,

Melapsittacos undulatos.  Budgerygah—Scveral focks weie nated!
vassing over.  Large numhers were hreeding al Budgerce Swamp.
a name that suggests the native name of the Hivd,

Pedargus strigoides. Tawny Frogmouth.—A livd wus noted en the
way to the White Fgret rookery—in a siall eveoper-vovered sapling
wm a dry “ridge”.

fEgotheles cristata.  Owlel Nightjar. Several bivas divtavhe! from
hollows.

Fury:tomus orientalis. Dollar-Livd.—Reported by ane inewsher
the party, but no notes given.

Dacelo gigas. Kookaburra—A pair was nesting in o leaning Gead
tree in a swampy arca ahout }-mile south-east from the camn,  This
nest probably had eggs as the sitting Lird was Nequently flushed.
Anclher nest cenlaining three young was located in a lermites' mound.

Haleyan macleavi. Foresi Kingfisher. H. sanctus,  Sacieil King-
fisher. --Both these birds were seen in and around dead trees growing
in the water al Ned’s Hole —one particular hivd caused cotsiderable
discussion on aceount of its being generally maore Wue than I7. seielae,
vet not having the wing patches of H. wwecteayi. Both specics wepe,

however, recorded elsewhore. Nesix of H. sanelus with 4 opgs,

Merops ornatus. Rainbow-hird.—Comparatively common, espeei-
ally around the different homesteads. Breeding.

Cuculus pallidus., Pallid Cuckoo.—A few seen and heard.  Eggs,
sound in several nests.

Owenaviy osculans, Black-eared Cuckoe.—Scen  near  Talmoi
Lagoon.
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Chaleites  basaliz. Morestield  Bronze-Cuckoo.—Several  Bronze
Cuckoos wore seea—and heavd,  Near “Boree™ a Blue Wren (Moliras
cupens) war flushed From a nest or the edge of a swamp. The nest
contained two cges of the Wren and an cgg of this Cuckoo.

Mirundo neoxena. Welcome Swallow.- Common arvound the wool-
shed at “Bullerana”, where it was nesting. and other homesteads.

Hylochelidon nigricans. Tree-Mactin- -A coleny at Ned’s Hole
nestinge in hollews in dead trees,

H. ariel. Fairy Martin. Nesting in the woelshed at “Bullerana”
and other Jeenlities.  Plentitul in Movee, nesting in buildings, and
out fiom the town under culverts.  Other nests found under a leaning
Lrée near a swamp.

Rhipidura flabellifera. Grey Fantaill—A few hirds in the timber
alony the fenee al the buek of the camp.

R. leavophrys. Willie Wagtail—Near Budgerce Swamp a pair of
bitds hanl bailt in the dead sticks thrown acress a fly-trap (a contiap-
Linn that sugicested o tree-guavd).  The nest was very exposed. 1t
euntained three almost fully-grown young.

Myiagra rubecula. Taoaden Flyeateher—A  femule seen by T,
Iredale and C. A, Rhodes.

Seisura ingquieta, Restless Flycateher.—-0dd birds scen. Nesting.

Micrawen fascinans,  Jacky Winter.—Common in the timher ad the
haek ol the camp. and in other mixed grassed and tinbored areas.
Nesting, Young (heavily striped) alzo scen.

Petreica multicoler.  Scavlet Robin—A few hirds chserved.

P, gocdenovii.  Red-capped Robie—A few birds seen near “Bulle-
rangty bt «Iul‘ not appear 1o be nesting. A pest with three young
Ligds, almust teatherved, was found near “Talmoi”.

Melanndryas cucullata.  Hooded Robin.—Young bivds out ol the
ust woere noled near Talmei.  Qeeasional adult birds seen.

Puachyeephala rufiventriz. Rufous Whistler.—A  nest  containing
theee egres was found in a bloodwood just north of the camp.  Plewdi-
ful in the lorest areas.

Colluricinela harmonica. Grey Thrush. Nesting. Not common.

Grallina eyanoleuca, Magpie-Lark.—Nesting acound the camp and
seen at all =mall areas of water.

Preespodocys maxima,  Ground Cuckoo-Shrike—A nest contuining
viung was placed about 25 feet high in an isolated dead tree ncar
*Bervee™,  Nest composed  of wool and Cockatoo feathers —chiefly
Caalah, N, ChufTer report: that the birds weve very tame at the nest,
and that the young were ted Javgely on grasshoppers. The food was
uhtained onlisely from the ground, The open situation of the nest
was compensated by the remarkably-protective coloveation of the
voung, which were hardly distinguishable from the grey, dead
Iranches Crom even a small distanee. .

A pest it u bloodwood, which shadowed the camp, had just been
vacated by young hirds, which, in company with the parents, and pos-
sihly other Ground ('m-lum-Sh}'ikch. visited # a good deal, chiefly in
the afternnons, As many as «ix birds were noted at a time.

Ceracina novee-hollandise.  Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike. -Nesting
ahove the tents.

. robusta. Little Cuckoo-Shrike.-—Reported, but wo potes avail-
able,

Lalage tricolor. White-winged Triller.. -Common, especially in the
timber north of the cump.  Tweo pairs were nesting in the bloodwood.
wear the camp, visited by the Ground Cuckoo-Shrikes. Many nests
round, mggtly high, hut one, containing 2 eggs, about 12 feet high,
in a wilgn - tree,
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Pomatostomus temporalis. Grey-crowned Babbler.—Sceveral large
parties. Breeding. N.W. Cayley commented upoen the geneval vicher
colour of these birds than is usual,

Epthianura albifrons. White-fronted Chat.—Common amongst the
roly-poly and the Aceeiv furnesitig bushes on the plains, and in the
rush-grown areas along swamps. Nesting ncar the camp.

E. tricolor. Crimson Chat.—Several small groups seen—usually
1 t 6 birds=—-one near “Colmlea”, othurs anongst the leecie
11 nesinne north-west of the eamp, and at Budgerce Swamp.  Often
in fairly wet localitics. Dr. Roberts reported that birds were build-
ing.

E. aurifrons. Orange Chat. I believe T aws the enly member of
the party that saw this Chat at the caimp, although the plains neir
the camp were systemartically worked searching for it, A male was
noted one morning perched on roly-poly bushes. It had been with
White-fronled Chats {about hall-a-dvzen) which all flew, leaving il
behind., Dossibly a female Orange Chat accompanied them. Loceal
members said that it was the varer of the two coliured Chats found in
the digtrict, being jrregular in its appearances. A, €. Cameron
reported a doubtful record, a bird seen from a moving vehicle, near
“Midkin",

Gierygone fusea. Western Warbler—Fairly nunierous around the
camp—in the small timber. Two npests investigated contained two
cges, almost hatched, and three eggs respectively. The latter was
about 3 feet high in an Aeweiv furnesiones, The nests ave smaler
than those ol (. olicreca. The soug of this form is =imitar tn that
uf the White-thrvoated species, but not so loud.

Smicrornis brevirosteis. Brown Weebill. Breeding in the trees
above the camp. Not very common, huot they were not calling much
and probably passed unnoliced in many cascs,

Aphelocephala leucopsis. Eastern Whiteface.—Nesling arcund 1he
camp, being quite numerous on the grassy areas near the *Bnllerana”
homestead. A nest with two eggs was found in a post, olhers in a
deacd stump (entrance about 8 feet) and in a thick prickly bush. The
last mentioned contained three young, which left the nest hetore the
camp levminated.

Acanthiza nana. Little Thonbill.---A few hirds seen, but not com-
mon. The birds appeaved to be more pallid thun usual. A nest with
young was found in the topmost twigs of a poplar-box north of the
camyp. Another nest was being built in a strip ol timber bhordering
the plain at the rear of the camp. The nest is supported by several
upright twigs uround the sides.

A. pusilla. Brown Thornbill—A few birds secn in lightly-linthered
patches.

A. uropygialis. Chesinut-tailed Thoenbill.—First noted at “Colm-
lea”. Nesting in fence posts, cracks in trees, and in holes in dead
LIEeS,

A. chrysorrhoa, Yellow-tailed Thernbill— Several small parties.
Nesting.

Cinclorhamphus cruralis, Brown Skylark.—Commion on the plains.
Found building.

C. mathewsi. Rufous Songlark.—A few birds only seen., Three
adults in attendance on young in a nest.

Megalurus gramineus. Little Grassbhird.-—Breeding in most of the
patches of sags visited. Most nests weve cither being built or held
L or 2 epgs. Birds plentiful and frequently calling. A nest that
appeared to have one egg had another imbedded in the lining. One
nest, built in the sags over moving water, held three young.
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Acrocephalus wustralis, Reed-Warbler.—Very common in the sags.
Alout a dozen nests found ready for eggs. ‘I'wo nests had 3 eggs.
cthers 1 and 2. In Moree a Reed-Warbler was nesting in a clumyp of
bamboos in a garden.

Malurus cyaneus. Blue Wren. Not common, A nest found ncar
“Roree”.

M. cyaneotus. Blue-and-white Wren.—Common. Several wesis
found, three with young., Many young birds out of the nest and
attended by parents, were found. Ol nests also found. This Ween
breeds chiclly in the voly-poly and Aeccia Jarnesiana,  Many instaness
«f males hreeding in immatave plumage were noted—in fact very
few Tully plumaged males were seen. The female has a blue-tinged
tail. and v was noted that young birds had a slight indication of
celour there. The young are very grey in general appearance.
Veunse were often being atlended to by several aduli bivds.

Artamas  leucorhynchus,  White-breasted Wood-Swallow.—Noted
in tvo or three locatitics,  Nesting in spouts of dead trees at Ned’s
Hlale, al the White Egret rvookery, and at “Boree”—about hali a
dezen birds in cach group, Nests composed colively of soft, dry
weass blades,  In some cases neavest dey land was half-a-mile awny.

A, personates. Masked Wood-Swallow., A, superciliorus.  White-
Leewed Woed-Swallow.—Both noted nesr Talmoi Lagoon.,

A mclanops.  Black-faced Wood-Swallow. -N. Chaffer and parcy
svecrdail this species after the main party Jeft camp.  There were
i vz ) *Boree® in unun country. A nest with three Javge yourg.
5 {eet from the ground, discovered. It was built up in the fory
fr alumt @ inches with 1:'1".\* stew=, and a few yoetlets, The {osd
was ¢niclly secured from the ground  the birds hoevering a goed deal
when ed ltu\mp: it.

ALoyanepterus. Tusky Wood-Swaljow. <A few bivds, Nob vecorded
as nesting.

Nceesitta (1) cheysoptera.  Sittella, ¢7) Orange-winged.,  Seen in
timber at “Boree",

Ciimacteris  picumnus. Browan  Trce-creeperv. Bivds  seen  witii
grewn yean. Several nests found with bisds taking food in Uie-
anentiy.

Bicxum  hirundinaceom.  Mistletoc-tivd, *acdalotas  punctatus,
Spitted Parcdalote.—One or two records. Heard occasionally.

P.ornatus, Red-tipped Pardalote.—- A nest of thig species was found
inahole in a stump just north of the camp.  Occasionally three adunit
bivds descended from the timber to this stump.

Velithreptus  gufaris.  Plack-chinned Honeyeater—Noted by N.
Chadler ¢n one eceasion at “*Bovree™,

Plectorbyncha lanceatata.  Suriped Honeyeater. Nesting, A nest
s dvooning branch of a paplar-box near the White Fgret colony
contained 3 chipped cges and 1 young bird.  Another nest contained
3 yeung. Both nests were about 12 feet high.

Melinhiaea peniciliata. White-plumed Honeyeater- A few  bivds,
chicfly i the poplar-hox trees.  Nesting.

Myzantha melavocephala. Noisy Miner.—Many nests found, some
with ¢pgs, cthers with young birds.  Numbers of nestlings out of the
nsts,

\l flavigula. Yellow-threated Miner.—TFew bivds oniy. See Dr. C.
Suilivan’s remarks as o the distinet aveas occupied by this and rh4~
preceding species (The Ki-on, vol, XXX, p. 131). ’\lcktmg U=ually
Noeges,

Acanthagenys rufogularis.  Spiny-cheeked Honeyeator.—A  nest
was found in a low sapling. [t contained three eggs.

Fatemyzon cyanotis. Blue-faced Honeycater—A few birds seen.
Building near Movee.
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Female White-winged Wren.,

Black-faced Wood-Swallow at nest.
Phatos, by N. Chaffer. R.A.0.U.
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Philemon corniculatus. Noizy Friar-bird.—.Occasionally seen and
heard. Nesting—fresh eggs.

P. citreogularis. Little Friar-bird.—Sparingly distributed in places
visited. Nesting-—eggs half-hatched.

Anthus australis.  Pipit—A few hirds on the plains and in the
grass patches.

Zonzeginthus guttatus. Diamond TFiretail.— Nesting—often in the
hases of Hawks’ and Eagles’ nests. One tree (a2 poplar-box) on the
flat north of the camp had six nests of this species.  Some nests
contained eggs.

Steganopleura hichenovii. Double-banded FKinch.- ~Nesting  near
the camp in a prickly bush —five eggs. Other nests conlained voung
and six eggs rvespectively. Several small parlies also noted.

Taeniupygia castanotis. Zcbra Finch.——-A few birds scen, chicfiy
just north of the camp. Nesting,

Aidemosyne modesta, Plum-headed Finch.—N. Chaffor saw this
bird on one occasion at “ Boree.”

Oriolus sagittatus.  Olive-backed Oriole—Several birds secn. A
nest with three eggs was found about half 4 mile irom * Bullevana.”
It was about 13 fect high in a belah.

Struthides cinerea. Grey Jumper.—Eight birds appeared to be 1n
attendance at a nest containing thvee large voung mear the camp.
Several of the group fed the young. This neisy bird was one of the
commonest birds near the camp.

Chlamydera maculata. Spotted Bower-bird.—A bird was said tc
have visited the * Bullerana” homestead garden almost daily., Near
Talmoi Lagoon a bower was found. Numerous sheep vertelne were
pathered near the front of the bower, then a heap of ** white " glass,
chiefly glass stoppers and bottle necks, and one or twao picces of hlue
glass.  Two cup handles, one caught on a stick of the bower, and
one or two other pieces of china, were in the collection. In the
bower itself there were also a few pieces of glass and china and one
or two green berries.  The bird was seen sneaking through the
bushes at the rear of its bower.

Corvus sp. —These birds were probably Ravens.

Corcorax melanorhamphus. White-winged Chough.—Twa or theee
small groups seen.

Cracticus nigrogularis. Pied Butcher-bird. . torquatus.  Grey
Butcher-Lird.—Both fairly commoen, the former the more common.
Both nesting.

Gymnorhina tibicen. Black-backed Magpie, —Common.

Sturnus vulgaris. Starling.—Several times seen, but not common.

Around Moree a few birds were seen that were not noted
at the camp. The Red-backed Kingfisher (Halcyon
pyrrhopygius) was seen there, and just south of Moree
(Tycannah) the Austraban Pratincole (Stiltia isabclla)
was observed. A few Bustards (Fupodotis awustralis)
were noticed also at Tycannah,

The Mr. Battarbee referred to in The FE'nin, vol, XXXI111,
page 155, is Mr. Rex Battarbee, the well-known water-colour
artist. His, and aothers’ reports of news of the Night
Parrot, suggest that ap intensive scarch {or the hird in the
arcas indicated should result in its being again found.
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